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He Has Done Everything Well

I.  He makes the deaf hear

II.   And the mute speak

31 Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis (an area southeast of the Sea of Galilee; Decapolis means the Ten Cities).  32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man.  33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man’s ears. Then he spit and touched the man’s tongue.  34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, “Ephphatha!” (an Aramaic word which means, “Be opened!”).  35 At this, the man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak plainly.  36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so, the more they kept talking about it.  37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. “He has done everything well,” they said. “He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.”

I had a good friend who, when he was a baby the doctors accidentally put the mask (I don’t remember if it was oxygen or meds) over his mouth and over his eyes.  He went completely blind.  He could not see shadows or anything at all.  He’s in heaven now.  While he was living I had the privilege of taking him to a major league baseball game once or twice a year.  He was completely reliant on me, to drive, to find the handicap parking space, to walk him to the correct gate, find our seats and to buy the peanuts and Coke.  My friend always joked with me and said, “Paul, you can have a beer as long as I can drive home.”  Even though he was blind he had talents that I did not.  He could read Braille.  He had an amazing sense of hearing.  He had a brilliant mind.  He had the ability to list for me the starting lineup of both the home team and visiting team, each players’ batting average, homeruns, RBIs and errors.  When a player got a hit during the game he calculated their new average for the next inning.  My blind buddy was very gifted.  
What if my blind friend had lived in Jesus’ day?  There was no Braille for him to read.  In that society most things were transmitted through the spoken word.  He would have been ok there.  If had a staff he could have made his way around town.  But what about the deaf and mute in Jesus’ day?  I don’t know if they had a universal sign language that we have today, or schools for the deaf, hearing aids or speech therapists.  In a society that that communicated through speech, sharing the law and gospel with someone who cannot hear or speak may have been very difficult.

Why are there folks in this world who are born without the ability to hear, speak or see?  Sometimes, as in the case of my blind friend, it is the unfortunately mistake by a doctor or nurse.  Other times it is the fault of a mother who chooses to drink alcohol excessively and smoke during her pregnancy.  Aside from these examples, there are some who are born with disabilities, with no explanation whatsoever.  Why does that happen?  Can blame be pointed to the parents?  No.  The blame is aimed at Satan, that deceiver and liar, who wants nothing but evil and ruin for mankind.  Satan has bound mankind with bodily afflictions since the fall into sin.  Look at Job or the Apostle Paul’s thorn in the flesh (2Cor 12).  

In our story this morning Satan had afflicted a man with deafness and a mute mouth.  Satan also afflicted this man with something far more serious and far more damnable; sin.  Satan used sin and its curse to cause this man’s physical and spiritual handicaps.  Satan uses the curse of sin to infect us all.  Paul in Romans 5:12 explains, “Just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned.”  All of us are born with a severe handicap that we inherited from our first parents, Adam and Eve.  Because of this naturally sinful self we took our fingers and stuck them in our ears.  We did not want to hear God’s Words.  We wanted only to hear our own words, what we thought was right in our own eyes.  And those words we spoke were mumbo jumbo, unintelligible, like that deaf mute man, they made no sense.  In fact, our own words even condemned us.       
As a result of this natural spiritual condition you and I were under Satan’s power, bound by him.  Since we were under the influence of sin we staggered around like a blind man, not knowing which way to turn.  Death had us wrapped up in its strong chains.  Hell’s gates loomed over us like a vulture waiting to devour its dead prey.  Heaven’s gates were closed to you.  This is the spiritual condition we were all in before Christ came into our lives.  This is the condition the deaf mute was in before Christ came into his life. Then Christ came into his life, and he freed this poor man.
Our Lord acted in a strange way to heal this poor man.  He first took him away from the people.  That makes sense.  He never made a big, flashy show of his miracles.  Then our Lord spit, took his fingers and stuck them in the man’s ears.  He touched the man’s tongue.  Jesus did this to communicate to the mute deaf man what he was about to do; heal his handicap.  Our Lord then sighed as he looked up to heaven.  Perhaps to show this man that power comes from on high, perhaps to implore his Heavenly Father, and then, our Lord spoke a single word, “Ephphatha!” (“Be opened!”)  With a single word that poor man’s ears were opened, his tongue was loosened.  He could talk!  He could hear!  Christ shattered the bonds that Satan had held his victim bound.  No wonder his friends exclaimed, “He has done all things well!  He makes the deaf hear!”  
At the beginning of time the LORD God uttered a powerful Word, “Let there be!” and there it was!  Later in his earthly life our Savior God uttered a powerful Word, one word, “tetelestai!”   (Greek for “It is finished!”) (John 19:30)  With that single word Jesus triumphantly declared that his work was complete.  His perfect life, his innocent death, finalized God’s plan to save the world from the curse of sin.  It is finished – Satan’s power over you.  It is finished – sin’s curse and its damnation.  It is finished - death’s chains that held you tight are shattered.  It is finished – hell’s gates that brooded over you are no more.  It is finished – no more payment for sins needs to be made.  It is finished – your salvation is complete.  It is finished – heaven is yours through faith.  Open now is the Father’s love for you.  Open wide is the Father’s forgiveness.  Open wide are heaven’s gates.  

Yes, He has done all things well!  How did he open your ears to hear these wonderful words?  At your baptism…   Last week we stressed the importance of washing with water and the word, and we cannot stress that enough.  When the water touched your head your sins were washed away, with it the curse of sin was broken.  The power of Satan destroyed.  The gates of hell that kept you in were shattered.  But it was not the water that held this power, just as it was not the spittle in Jesus’ miracle.  It was the word of Christ.  The power of that word Ephphatha! the power of the word tetelestai! The power of the words, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit!” the power is from him who spoke them, your Savior Jesus. This washing of water and word opened your stubborn sinful ears to hear the beautiful message of salvation he brings.  He opened God’s love to you and brought you from death to life.  Yes, our Lord has done all things well!

II.
As I said earlier, my blind friend is now in heaven.  He died earlier this year due to complications with his diabetes and weight.  He can see now, being in heaven.  I often wonder what he saw first.  Probably something indescribable….  The power of Jesus’ words brought my blind friend from death to life while here on earth, he has brought him through death to eternal life, and now has healed him forever of his blindness and given him sight to see his Savior.  It is that same powerful word that opened the deaf mute’s mouth.  So complete and perfect is Jesus’ healing the Holy Spirit records for us that this man spoke plainly (vs35).  Before he used inarticulate or badly uttered sounds.  Now, he spoke with clarity.  He did not have to work with a speech therapist for weeks to catch up.  No, he spoke plainly.  And I wonder what his first words were?  “I can hear!  I can talk!  Thank you…what’s your name?”  Once this man learned his name he couldn’t stop talking about him.  Wouldn’t you?  

Mark tells us that the Great Physician commanded this man and his friends not to tell anyone.  Jesus was in the area known as the Decapolis, an area southeast of the Sea of Galilee.  His popularity poll was through the roof.  Jesus did not want to receive recognition for the wrong reasons.  He wanted to carry out his mission; to seek and to save the lost.  Yes, the Messiah was prophesied to carry our burdens, heal the sick, enable the mute to talk and the deaf to hear and blind to see.  But his main goal was to share the message of the gospel.      
Was what these men did commendable?  Not at all.  They disobeyed an order from the Commander in Chief.  Can we relate to these men?  Yes.  When we hear good news, when something extraordinary happens to us, we want to tell everyone.  I’m having a baby!  My basement isn’t flooded!  My son is finally engaged!  My husband made it home safely from Iraq!  I got an A on my report card!  You have heard great news today.  Are you overwhelmed with amazement as these people were that Jesus has unstopped your deaf ears and loosened your tongue?  Is this news that makes you want to get up right now, walk out those doors and tell someone?  It is!  But when we get out there, how often are we tight-lipped?  Quiet and reserved when it comes time to share the good news?  Often enough.  Your tongue is tied up like the deaf mute.  You’re afraid the words you share will sound like those of the deaf mute, perhaps unintelligible.  So what can you do?  Well, you can pray about it, for starters.  This morning we all sang, “O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall declare your praise.”  You can also pray with the Psalm writer, “May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.” (Ps 19:14)  Ask the Lord to open your tongue.  Most importantly is to understand that his powerful Word is what will open your mouth.  Jesus tells us in Matthew 12:34 that “out of the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.”  What is in your heart will come out of your mouth. What is in your heart right now?  Well, the message that the Holy Spirit has been speaking to you this morning, that he has done all things well, that he has freed you from the bonds of sin.  He has broken the power that your sinful nature has over you, which tells you not to say anything at all.  Jesus has cut the cords that held your tongue back.  He has opened your mouth with this good news.  His powerful words will move you to speak up.  You and I are like those men who kept talking about Jesus.  Only in this case Jesus has commanded us to go out and talk about him.  Proclaim the great things Jesus has done for me.  Herald the spiritual healing that Jesus provides.  Tell people that he has done the same thing for them.  Let them know, “He has done all things well!  He makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”  Amen.    
